Generation OM, a
nonprofit organization, received
some excellent applications for
the CY 2012 Generation OM
Scholarships Awards. The Board
of Directors and External Board
Advisors reviewed the
applications in detail and ranked
them. Those applicants with the
highest rankings were requested
to appear for detailed interviews.
After careful consideration and
deliberation, the Board of
Directors of Generation OM
selected four successful
applicants to receive the
Generation OM Scholarship.

The Generation OM
Scholarships are to be awarded
on August 12" 2012

Generation OM is a
Florida based 501 (c) 3 nonprofit
organization that rewards
academic excellence to college
bound high school students while
providing resources to help
students develop a better
understanding of their Hindu
culture and family values. This
organization is supported by
community donations and by a
dynamic Board of Directors and
External Board Advisors who all
believe in the Mission Statement.

The successful applicants are:

g,
Ashwin Babuiji
Graduating senior at Oviedo High
School, Oviedo
College:
University of Florida

Abhi Gandhi
Graduating senior at Cypruss Creek
High School, Ocoee
College:

University of Florida

Neel Patel
Graduating senior at Oviedo High
School, Oviedo
College:

Harvard University

Keron Prashad
Graduating senior West Orange High
School, Orlando
College:

University of Central Florida

Need Help for College Costs?
Good News!

If you are a graduating
Hindu American student
residing in Central Florida

and Collage bound. We are
offering Scholarships up to

$6,000.00

You must apply by
May 312013

http://www.generationom.com/

Please Save This Date
Either Sunday August 11"
or Sunday August 18" 2013

Generation OM Annual
Scholarship Awards Night

With Best Compliments From

Dr. Mohan Saoji,
B.D.S; M.D.S.
Cosmetic and Implant

Dentistry
Braces without metals, “Clear
Braces, Invisalign”

Root canals, Dentures, Crowns
ol Bridges

290 Hibiscus Rd. Casselberry FL
32707 ph: 407-331-8500

1050 W. Granada Blvd. Suite 1,
Ormond Beach, FL 32174
Ph: 386-672-3106
Email:
smilemaker1974@yahoo.com

We welcome you to the
Generation OM Annual Scholarship
Award Banquet. Generation OM’s
stated aim is to provide scholarships
to Hindu American undergraduate
students while providing them with
tools and activities that support
their education and understanding
of Hinduism and its values. College
scholarships are currently being
awarded to students based in
Central Florida.

As per last year, Generation
OM’s Board of Directors have
selected four outstanding Hindu
American students to receive the
Generation OM Scholarships. Two of
them will begin their quest for an
undergraduate degree at The
University of Florida, one at The
University of Central Florida and one
at Harvard University. The successful
applicants had achieved very strong
GPAs and had been involved in
numerous community volunteer
projects. Reading their Generation
OM scholarship applications and
responses to being a Hindu in
America along with their answers to
the summary points of view was
indeed a pleasure.

With this award there are
now eleven Hindu American
students receiving the Generation
OM Scholarships. We know that we
are on the right track of attracting
the best Hindu American Hindu
students residing in Central Florida.

You will soon meet the
successful American Hindu students
who have been awarded the
Generation OM’s Scholarships.

Friends, we do need your
help. With your help, we can build a
better tomorrow, a better life and a
better society. Your donations will
continue to help us provide
scholarships to Hindu American
students who are undertaking
undergraduate degrees and help
them gain a better understanding of
Hinduism and it’s far reaching
effects on all aspects of life.

Hindu American students
who receive Scholarship are
expected to adhere to the
Generation OM Mission statement
and become Youth Ambassadors for
the organization and take an active
part in our events. They will
exemplify a life of peace and
harmony with all communities in
America and become role models for
the Hindu community; they will
show how to function in "America's
Society," and retain their ethnic
Hindu identity and culture.

Donate generously and help
us support and educate our Hindu
American students, preparing them
for the changes and challenges of
the 21% century and the quest to

peaceful place.

What type of Scholarship Is
Generation OM awarding?

Generation OM Scholarships are
academic scholarships awarded to
Hindu American undergraduate
students (currently those based in
Central Florida). Scholarships are
“Merit” based and not “Needs”
based. Our scholarships range from
$4,000 to $6,000 and are paid
annually (over 4 years). Recipients
have to continue to qualify annually
and be in compliance with the
Generation OM eligibility
requirements in order to continue to
receive the scholarship.

Who decides which students
receive the Scholarship?

Upon receipt of eligible, complete and
on time applications, they are scanned
and all evidence of the applicant’s
personal detail is deleted prior to it
being sent by e-mail to the Generation
OM Board of Directors, External
Advisors and selected Community
Hindu professionals for their review
and ranking amongst all valid
submissions. Depending upon these
findings, applicants are selected for
personal interview with the
Generation OM Board members. If
they are successful in their quest for
the Generation OM Scholarship, the
Generation OM Board has a chance
during the interview to determine
whether the base scholarship needs to
be increased depending upon the
individual student’s needs, even
though that is not the starting criteria.
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This year, Park Square Homes
celebrates it’s 28th Anniversary.
They are one of America’s top
100 residential builders and
are based in Orlando.

From the very first home they
built, Park Square Homes has
designed and built beautiful
family homes and communities
offering exceptional value.
Whether you are looking for
your first home, that special
next new home or a
magnificent second home near
Florida’s world famous
attractions, Park Square
Homes has a home that will
fulfill your dreams...

http://www.parksquarehomes.com/

407-529-3000

EAST COAST
PHAIBMACY

East Coast Pharmacy, being
based in Titusville, FL was
founded in 2007 by Dr. Deepak
Aggarwal. This is an
independent retail pharmacy
and is not directly affiliated
with any chain of pharmacies.
Independent pharmacy owners
generally have high standards
of customer service and strive
to outperform chain pharmacy
competitors. Dr. Deepak
Aggarwal, being a qualified
Pharmacist, certainly upholds
these high standards.

Corporate Sponsors

East Coast Pharmacy

Contact Dr. Deepak Aggarwal
for all your pharmacy needs.
504 Garden Street, Titusville,
FL 32796

(321) 747-0206
(321) 593-4318

Insurance

American Insurance, began
operations in 1995 with the
goal of providing its customers
with competitive insurance
products and excellent
customer service

We are a family of caring
professional Independent
Agents and represent a
carefully selected group of
financially strong, reputed
Insurance Companies. We use
the very best technology to
match customers with the
most competitive prices, both
at the initial policy purchase
and in subsequent renewals.
Let us help you for your
insurance needs.

http://www.insurancesavers.com/

407-678-7747

Bhupendra
Nayee is
licensed to sell
( insurance
through New
York Life ...

THE COMPANY YOLUI KEE™

Building trust, Adding value and
helping to Secure your future. As
with most other things in life, the key
to achieving your long-term financial
objectives is planning. Your goal may
be to fund your children’s college
education, protect your family during
your working years, or guarantee your
own retirement security. It’s
important to determine what you’d
like to achieve financially and then
map out a strategy that will help you
meet those goals. The good news is
that it’s never too late to start.
www.brnayee.nylagents.com

407-257-6479

DR. RAVI_OBEROI
COSMETIC () FAMILY

DENTISTRY}

(407) 352-7700

Cosmetic & Family Dentistry
is staffed by a qualified and
experienced dentist to provide you
and your family with all aspects of
dental health. Our friendly staff is
dedicated to your comfort, making
sure that your experience is positive
and enjoyable. We go out of our way
to ensure that you feel special with
our comfortable setting and "gentle
touch" dentistry. Dr. Ravi C. Oberoi
can correct chips and flaws with
composite bonding or beautify your
smile with porcelain veneers and
crowns. Our goal is to provide you
with the most thorough dental
examination possible, to include all
necessary low radiation digital x-
rays, screening and professional
cleaning performed in private rooms.
Invisalign is also one of the services
offered

http://www.lovableteeth.com/

407-352-7700

@ MSMED

Internal Medicine Specialists,
also doing business as Central Florida
Gastroenterology was established in
1971. Since then our practice has
grown to 11 Practitioners. We
currently treat patients out of 8
Central Florida locations

The common goal of our physicians:
To Provide Care, The Way It Once
Was...Not as a number, but as a
patient, a person, who needs help,
information, and the best options laid
before them.

Our Mission: To provide excellence in
Gastroenterology and Hepatology in a
caring environment.

http://www.imsmed.org/
407 851 5600

UCF

The India Center

"Broadening awareness and
understanding about India”

The India Center, supported by The
India Group Annual Fund and
Endowed Fund, The Anil and Chitra
Deshpande India Program Endowed
Fund and the India Studies Fund of
the Global Connections Foundation,
was established in 2012. It is jointly
administered by the Global
Perspectives Office and the
Department of Political Science in
the College of Sciences at the
University of Central Florida. The
Center sponsors or co-sponsors
public discussions involving
prominent speakers, panels and
other meetings; organizes an annual
India forum; encourages scholarship
and research; provides fellowships
for UCF students; promotes
exchanges of scholars and students
with institutions in India;

http://www.ucfglobalperspectives.or
g/programs/india/

Corporate Sponsors

(F CARDIOVASCULAR
%NTERVENTIONS,EA

Do you have a heart problem? Are you
concerned about developing one?
How do you know if you are at risk?
Do these concerns apply to someone
you love? Do you simply want
information on how to live a healthier,
happier life? We hope we can supply
answers to your questions and
resources for you to utilize. We want
to be your source for heart healthy
information!

Pradip Jamnadas, MD, MBBS, FACC,
FSCAI, FCCP, FACP, Clinical Assistant
Professor of Medicine, The Florida
State University College of Medicine,
is the founder of Cardiovascular
Interventions, P.A. medical group in
Orlando, Florida, USA. Dr. Jamnadas
was a featured guest on the Fox35
Orlando  Morning  Program  on
February 23, 2010

http://www.orlandocvi.com/index.html
http://www.orlandocvi.com/AboutUs.html

(407) 894-4880

Blue Star

Air Conditioning, LLC

Blue Star only uses the best trained and
experienced technicians. You can trust us to
provide you with excellent services. Contact
us today for a free estimate for replacement
systems and a no-obligation appointment.
Do not pay higher AC bills just because you
cannot get professional AC repair service or
are scared of the AC repair high costs.

Let us keep you cool through the hot Florida
summer and provide you the warmth when
you need it in winter.

http://bluestaraircon.com/

321-277-1157

Ty

GIB ENGINEERS: & PLANNERS, INC.

GMB Engineers & Planners, Inc. (GMB) strives
to develop practical solutions built on total
transportation planning, traffic operations, and
engineering principles. We have established a

practice which is based on the philosophy that
high quality service, products and
communication are paramount for success.
Since our inception in 1999, GMB has become
recognized as one of the leading
transportation-consulting firms within our
service area. Our talented team of specialized
staff includes registered professional engineers
and planners supported by a highly technical
team.

GMB believes in going beyond expectations to
satisfy our clients.

http://www.gmb.cc

407-898-5424

NewAgeTutots

The New Age in Tutoting has arrived !

£ www.NewAgeTutors.com

NewAgeTutors Mission Statement

"To provide world-class education that is
affordable, easy to access, fun to experience
and that enriches the lives of current and
future global citizens by employing
innovative ideas, newage technologies and
only the best service providers".

Our tutoring sessions are totally in
compliance with State and National
standards. Our training and interaction
techniques are designed by the best
educated personnel in the US education
industry.

http://www.newagetutors.com/home.html

321-947-7777

DIGITAL DREAN
VIDEQ & PHOTO STUDIO

production services. Form capturing that
special moment to editing and packaging
your and photo album. Each production is
unique.
We tailor to meet your special
requirements. We encourage you to tell
us what titles, music, and production style
you desire. As professionals, we carefully
work with your event coordinator, venue,
DJs, and anyone else related to your
special event.
We go beyond your satisfaction.
http://www.digitaldreamstudio.com/

(407) 791-6064




Ambassadors Reflect on Experiences

Sohani Kasireddy

My first year at UF was a won-
derful expereince that came
with numerous surprises. The
many responsibilites and free-
dom that came with anindepen-
dent lifestyle was overwhelming
in the beginning but as | neared
my spring semester, | learned to
balance these various responsi-
bilites. Managing simple tasks
such as packing my lunch, do-
ing the laundry, cleaning the
apartment etc while keeping
up with school was difficult
but with some time, | began to
settle into a healthy routine. The
most difficult aspect was liv-
ing away from my parents and
brother. Although | would come
home often, it took me time to
adjust living by myself. How-
ever, once | made new friends
it became much easier to do so.
As a Microbiology major, | took
core chemistry and biology

courses and during the sum-
mer, | completed the physics se-
quence. During my first semes-
ter, | became a member of the
Freshman Leadership Experi-
ence which gave me the oppor-
tunity to make new friends and
meet other students with similar
interests and goals. It has also al-
lowed me to find and develop a
relationship with a mentor to
guide me in my academic pur-
suits while at UF. In the spring,
| became a volunteer with After
School Gators and worked with
at-risk elementary school chil-
dren around Alachua county
area. ASG then inspired me to
work with terminally ill patients
in the pediatrics department
at Shands Hospital. Presently,
over the summer, | have been a
volunteer research assistant in
the Cellular Therapy Lab at the
Florida Hospital Cancer Institute.

RUCHI SAYS...

academic stress!

—

Join an extracurricular activity, it's a great way to relieve

Concentrate on core the classes that you will be taking
as a freshman as they help to build a strong foundation.

R}

Sohani volunteering at Project Makeover by repainting an elementary school.

SOHANI SAYS...

endeavors.

Ruchi Jahagirdar

Find a mentor who can guide you in your academic

Establish a good relationship with professors and
attend office hours if you need extra help.

College may seem like a daunt-
ing place, away from family
and familiar friends, filled with
academic rigors, a new living
situation, and all in an entirely
new environment. When | made
the decision to go to Califor-
nia Institute of Technology, |
didn't realize the magnitude of
the distance: over 2,000 miles
away from home! | was wor-
ried about new friends, room-
mate, my housing situation,
and most importantly, the food.

Being a vegetarian has
its drawbacks and | was worried
my diet would get the best of
me, and | would be unable to
function with no rotis in sight.
Fortunately, | found Caltech has
a solid base of vegetarians and
even serves Indian food! Com-
municating with the family was

not as hard as | thought it would
be. With technology, distance is
almost negligible,and I'm able to
Skype with my parents and talk
tothemonadaily basis, especial-
ly when academic pressures are
becoming too much to handle.

The 3 hour time dif-
ference makes it a little hard,
but with a little scheduling and
time management, anything
is possible. Caltech may seem
daunting as it's so far away
from Florida and my home,
but the housing system and
the family they create here for
the undergraduates makes it
bearable. The friendships I've
gained in my short time here
are as strong as my friendships
from high school and I'm look-
ing forward to another 3 years!

Veena Selvamani

We all take the initial steps
towards the career of our
dreams in college and for
me; college has been amaz-
ing experience so far. UCF
has given opportunities to
exceed in multiple areas and
the chance to stay at home
while studying in college has
been a wonderful experience
as | have gotten the best of
both worlds. As a freshman, |
took the core science classes
necessary for the Micro and
Molecular biology major.
During my sophomore year,
| took Organic 1, Immunol-
ogy, Physiology and Genetics.

Classes have definite-
ly gotten tougher as | prog-
ress through the years and

the number of science classes
increases. In addition, being a
part of more clubs contributes
to an even busier schedule.

Apart from classes,
| am a member of the Pre-
professional Medical Society
(PPMS) and Multicultural asso-
ciation of pre-professional so-
ciety (MAPS) at UC. | also tutor
students needing help in ge-
netics and chemistry classes.
| volunteer with the Tamil stu-
dent association at Chinmaya
Mission and continue to prac-
tice Bhartanatyam. In addi-
tion, | plan on volunteering at
Camp Boggy Creek over vaca-
tion and currently I'm shad-
owing at Florida Cardiology.

Veena and other Bharatanatyam dancers perform at the Hindu Society of
Central Florida.

VEENA SAYS...

Make sure to stay on top of school work, it's easy to fall
behind!

Keep in touch with old friends and family, maintain
positive relationships.

Try to establish long term and short term goals.

There should be growth in the essentials

of all religions.

Growth in essentials can be done in
different ways, but all of them have as
their root restraint in speech, that is,

not praising one's own religion, or
condemning the religion of others
without good cause.

And if there is cause for criticism,
it should be done in a mild way.

But it is better to honor other religions

for this reason.

By so doing, one's own religion benetfits,
and so do other religions, while doing
otherwise harms one's own religion and
the religions of others.

Whoever praises his own religion, due to
excessive devotion, and condemns others
with the thought "Let me glorify my own
religion," only harms his own religion.
Therefore contact between religions is

good.

One should listen to and respect the
doctrines professed by others.

Ashoka Bindusara Maurya
(Buddhist Emperor, India 274-232 BC)




Ambassadors Reflect on Experiences

Adapting to college life
wasn't easy. The first week
was a stream of new faces,
new people, and also new
experiences - both good and
bad. Learning the other 40
names of the kids on my floor
wasn't even the challenging
part. It was hard to change
into an environment where |
was completely independent.
There were no friends that |
knew, no familiar landmarks or
faces, and worst of my parents
weren't there. The free hours
were just spent in idleness -
something | both resented
and was unaccustomed to.
But once | started
building relationships and
figuring out whose mindset
matched bestwithmineevery-
thing became infinitely better.

Then the next hurdle came:
classes and exams. | was taking
on a load of Biology 1, Chemis-
try 1, Intro to Acting, and Eng-
lish - all honors courses. | tend
to procrastinate my work, and in
high school | never had to study.
| soon found this would not fly.

| also took on the posi-
tions of freshmen representa-
tive for Hindu Student Council
and the Indian Student Associa-
tion - both of these posts came
with their own responsibilities.
So when the first test came
around for biology | found my-
self cramming and eventually
| realized that | would have to
make a schedule and manage
my time much, much better.
Once | got into that rhythm all |
had to do was rinse and repeat.

}

Cleaing up the community for class volunterring project.

KAUSHIK SAYS...

Get organized and make efficient use of time.

Pursue leadership positions in one or two clubs/activi-
ties. Leadership experience experience will be invalu-
able when it's time to put together a resume and go out
into the world in search of your dream job.

—

Cleaing up an area of a botanical center during Gandhi Day of Service.

try to fit theirs.

|nitia|ly, before leaving home
for college | was a little worried
about how | would adjust to be-
ing completely independent.
However, my first few months at
UF have been absolutely superb.
Living away from home meant
that | had a lot more freedom
but at the same time it put more
responsibility on my shoulders
as | had to figure out how to ef-
ficiently manage my free time.

In my first semester |
took 15 credits and was involved
with a couple of student organi-
zations. The fact that | was tak-
ing classes that really interested
me, such as microeconomics
and Cities of the World made it
easier for me to concentrate on
my classes and do well in them.

ASHISH SAYS...

Get involved in organizations and in college activities,
it's important to try new things!

Make friends that fit your lifestyle and choices - don't

Find out what you like, do it — but make sure to keep
up with your studies and don't get behind!

At first | was a little over-
whelmed by the number of op-
portunities and organizations
to get involved with around
campus. Luckily, | joined the
Business Undergraduate Men-
torship Program and my mentor
gave me some great advice that
| would definitely pass along
to any incoming freshman.

It's important find one
or two clubs that you are genu-
inely interested in and pursue
leadership positions in those
clubs rather than trying to be-
come amember ofas many orga-
nizations as possible. Leadership
experience will be invaluable
sume and go out into the world
in search of your dream job.

As a freshman, time manage-
ment was a little difficult for me;
| did not know how long study-
ing for exams it would take for
me and | always started a little
too late, so all-nighters were
a common occurrence. In ad-
dition, it was hard being away
from parents but on the bright
side | feel the most independent
| have ever felt in Gainesville.
Living in a dorm was another
inconvenient change at first,
but with few adjustments | lived
in a dorm happily. It made go-
ing to early classes so much
easier than living off campus.

Academically, my
schedule for freshman year was
perfect. | took the basic classes
needed for my Biology major,
such as chemistry | and Il and
Biology | and Il along with other

required classes. Time manage-
ment at first was difficult, but
| realized really soon how and
when | needed to study, which
made every class bearable. Over
summer | took Organic Chemis-
try I and I, and that is my best
academic decision | have every
made. Currently,lamfinishing off
with Physics Il and Biochemistry.

For extracurricular ac-
tivities | joined an Interest Group
for a Sorority and Heal the World
and through both | volunteer in
various settings and raise funds
mainly for the Indian Student
Association at UF. | also am one
of the founding members for Al-
leviating International Diseases,
which is a club that goes to India
on medical mission trips. In addi-
tion, | am part of Students with a
Greater Smile and | perform Be-
havioral Neuroscience research.

Nisha practices taking base line vitals.

NISHA SAYS...

—

Choose classes and friends with discretion.

Take advantage of all the opportunities available to you
on campus but don't spread yourself thin by becoming
inovolved in too many activities!

Nikita and other volunteers create decorative cranes to sell and raise

money for the homeless.

NIKITA SAYS...

abilities

My first semester of college |
was nervous about the all of the
changes, as any freshman would
be. Living with new people | had
never met before, and not hav-
ing my family there was a major
part of the reason | was anxious.
As a Biomedical Science ma-
jor, | took basic classes my first
semester: Chemistry for Today
(Intro to Chemistry), College
Algebra, World Regional Geog-
raphy, and Biomedical Ethics,
which totaled 14 credit hours.
Living on campus was a great
experience and contributed a
lot to my first semester. | would
recommend any upcoming
freshman to be involved with
different organizations to meet
new people. | joined Rotaract,

Choose classes wisely and do not overestimate your

Be social but also be smart about it

Start doing research (if pre-med)

Bulls for Moffitt, and Medical
Ethics Society all of these clubs
had something to do with my
interests. For example, Rotaract
had many volunteer opportuni-
ties in various fields which also
allowed for networking. Bulls for
Moffitt's main goal was to raise
cancer awareness and also had
a wide range of ways to spread
the awareness and raise money
or other drives to make the pa-
tients at Moffitt Cancer Center
feel more comfortable. | am also
inthe processes of receiving EMR
certification which will allow me
to volunteer on an ambulance
as basic life support. Meeting
new people and having differ-
ent experiences is what made
my first year of college so great.
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